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Indication 
Intraventricular catheters are used to: 
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1. measure and continuously monitor Intracranial Pressure (ICP).
2. calculate cerebral perfusion pressure.
3. treat elevated ICP by providing access for cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) drainage.
4. Necessary for a patient with head trauma resulting in intracranial bleeding, edema,

over production or insufficient absorption of CSF. An increase in ICP could result in
decreased cerebral perfusion and or brainstem herniation.

Equipment 
- Cranial access kit
- ICP monitor kit (fiber optic ICP monitor)
- ICP monitor (microprocessor)
- Transducer cable
- Monitor interface cable
- Shave prep kit
- Hemodynamic line with transducer
- Ventriculostomy bag (optional)
- Stopcock

Procedure (DIAGRAM TO FOLLOW) 

1. Place patient in supine position.
2. Shave and prep insertion site determined by physician.
3. Turn on ICP monitor and connect the Pre Amp cable to the monitor at the appropriate

receptacles.
4. Connect the "slave" cable from the ICP monitor to the pressure module in the EKG

monitor.
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