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PURPOSE: To provide a framework for response expectations of potential orthopedic emergencies.  
Identified conditions require an immediate (30 minute or less) in person evaluation of the patient by the 
orthopedic surgeon. 

Indications for immediate response from the time of notification of the orthopedic surgeon include the 
following:

1. ED or Trauma Surgeon determines that their expertise is required.
2. Compartment syndrome
3. Pulseless fractures of the extremity that do not regain perfusion with reduction
4. Mangled extremity (Gustilo 3C)
5. Unstable pelvic fractures that have been taken to the OR
6. Irreducible dislocations of the hip, knee, and any dislocation with ongoing vascular compromise

These guidelines are designed for the general use of most patients, but may need to be adapted to 
meet the special needs of a specific patient as determined by the patient's care giver.
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