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PURPOSE: To provide a framework for head CT imaging of pediatric patients.

GUIDELINE:

Head CT Imaging of Pediatric Patients

GCS 14?
OR

Altered mental status?
OR

Palpable skull fx?

Less than 2 years old

Obtain head CT

Occipital, 
parietal or temporal 
scalp hematoma? 

OR 
LOC≥5 seconds? 

OR 
*Severe mechanism

of injury?

* Severe mechanism of injury

●MVC with ejection
●Death of passenger MVC
●MVC rollover
●MPC
●Bicyclist w/o helmet
●Fall >3 feet (less than 2 years old)
●Fall >5 feet (greater than 2 years old)
●Head strike with high-impact object

Obtain head CT

Age 2-14 years old

GCS 14?
OR

Altered mental status?
OR

signs of 
basilar skull fx?

Obtain head CT

LOC?
OR

Vomiting?
OR

*Severe mechanism of injury?
OR

Severe headache?

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Observe

No

Observe

Obtain head CT

No
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These guidelines are designed for the general use of most critically ill trauma patients, but may need 
to be adapted to meet the special needs of a specific patient as determined by the patient's healthcare 
provider.  
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